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Whatever happened in his career he attributed to
a divine intervention. If he escaped an accident,
it was God who warded off the danger;82 were the
French defeated, God had chosen thus to reward
the piety of the German nation.83 He was, in short,
essentially an Evangelical whose religion partook
of that curious inwardness which, in Geneva, made
of Calvin a tyrant that he might become the parent
of resistance to tyranny.
And the political consequences of his attitude
were no less apparent than they were logical.
Because he came increasingly to emphasise the
significance of this inward vision he came also
certainly to suspect, perhaps even to deprecate, its
expression in religious societies and institutions.
Man had only to do his duty and for Bismarck,
so the indefatigable Busch informs us,84 the manner
in which his belief found expression was unim-
portant. It was this religious spirit that he termed
;one of the foundations and bulwarks of justice
and the State.?85 For him the State was essentially
based upon the principles of Christianity, and to
rob it of that character was to destroy that which
gave it its crowning distinction. For it was from
this intimate infusion of- the Christian spirit that
it derived the eternal renewal of its underlying
truth.86
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